
Examiner’s commentary 

This essay has a strong biological context and significance and a clear and sustained line of 
argument. The topic statement and research question provide a clear and precise indication of 
what this essay is about, including the organisms investigated, the variables and the method 
used. The background material accessed is relevant to the topic under investigation and is 
sourced from peer reviewed journal articles for the main part. Ideas from these sources are 
integrated into an informative background and are used effectively to support the interpretation 
of the results in the discussion. The method used to inoculate and incubate the samples is 
described in detail and the important steps are justified by reference to published material. The 
approach to data processing and statistical analysis (ANOVA and correlation coefficient) is 
presented in detail. An ANOVA may not be the most appropriate statistical approach for these 
data, but the correlation coefficient supports the interpretation of the observed trend. The 
processed data and statistical results are interpreted correctly and broadly valid conclusions 
about the effect of heating time on the effectiveness of Allium are made. The essay has a clear 
and appropriate layout and structure, supported by detailed tables of data and a precise graph 
of processed data (figure 2) that addresses the research question directly. Other illustrative 
material is used judiciously and supports understanding of the text. Overall the essay represents 
a coherent, well-argued and convincing piece of research. 

The IB believe that content owners have the right to protect their property from theft. We are 
working to make digital content widely available while protecting it through strategies that 
meet our community expectations. Piracy is best addressed through consumer education, the 
enforcement of current copyright laws and new technologies and business models that make 
legal access to digital content easy, convenient and affordable. Any violation of IB’s copyright 
will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.
































































